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510 Manesca on Teaching Languages. [Oct. 

this volume are the " Norsemen," " Raphael," and " Massachu- 
setts to Virginia." These three are worth all the rest of the 
volume together. The lines are musical almost without a fault ; 
and the imagery and expression are noble and spirit-stirring. 
Had they been published by themselves, they would have placed 
the poet's name higher than the entire collection will raise it : 
for this is one of the cases, unfortunately not very rare in Amer- 
ican poetry, where, in the phrase of Hesiod, 

Nqntot, ovdi i'aaaiv o«o> nleov tjfiiav navtos- 



8. — An Oral System of teaching Living Languages ; Illustrat- 
ed hy a Practical Course of Lessons in the French 
through the Medium of the English. By Jean Manesca. 
Fourth Edition, revised. New York : Roe Lockwood. 
1843. 8vo. pp. 518. 

We have great doubts about the efficacy of the new methods, 
which are proposed from time to time, for learning the ancient 
and modern languages with extraordinary facility and speed. 
They are, for the most part, generalizations of the experience of 
an individual instructor, who has taught others with ability and 
success, and wishes that his system may become generally 
known and approved. But almost every teacher has a scheme 
of his own, and his success is generally due, not so much to the 
peculiarity of his method, as to his tact and skill in reducing it 
to practice, and adapting it to the different characters of his sev- 
eral pupils. It is very problematical, whether the plan will work 
well in any other hands than those of the inventor. For the 
pupil, after all, there is but one course, — the diligent use of 
the grammar and dictionary. If the teacher has time and pa- 
tience, he may do as Mr. Manesca proposes ; he may take away 
these formidable volumes, and give oral instruction, in the induc- 
tive way, by frequent repetition of the principles of syntax and 
the materials of a vocabulary. Thus he becomes a living gram- 
mar and dictionary, and the learner may find it less irksome 
to take the words from his mouth, than to hunt for them in a 
book. But the necessity of committing these words and rules to 
memory, though thus disguised, cannot be obviated ; and to 
effect this, nothing but patient, solitary study will suffice. The 
volume before us, which is of very respectable dimensions, con- 
tains a vast collection of well arranged exercises in French, 
whicjh instructers may find very useful, whether they adopt Mr. 
Manesca's method, or prefer to follow their own. 



